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cenr. \\/hat ivor:ìcl J esus' perspaìcLì\/e oLr holrc-
lessncss h¿ivc bccn? Who can bc c¡trsid¡:tccl as

honclcss? l ìrc¡e at-c rnany lac{ols contr-iì.ru.ting

to hoi.nclessncss a¡cl lhcl c ¿ìre concrclc w¿ìys

thrlL r¡'e can he l1t tìre hontclcss. -lbclay we will
focus on th js ¡rar:tìcuìar-clcrroglaphrc in our'

conrnunities and horv ASI can l¡ecorle invoìvecl

in alìeviating thjs clire sjluatiotr.

In Matlrew B:20, Jcsus icletrLified l lj l.¡sclI
r.vith Llre hotreless when lle saicl, "Iìoxes have

holes and bircls of the air'have nests, but []re
Son o[ Man has nowhele Lo iay Ì lìs bcacl."
(l-ukc 9:58). t hough.Jesus coulcl have chosen

to ìcìentily rvìtìr tìre riclr aircì fanous, llc drose to

idenLifi with thc honreless This form ol socia]

identificatjon is significanL. 'l-he homeless arc

ir.r'rportanL tojcsus. lt has lteen saicL that Jesus'
lile bcgan ir.i a ]rolr-owccl stal¡le and endccJ in a

bolrowccl Lomb. What a lilc olscì[ sacrilìce ar.rcl

sclf-clenial] Jcsr:s de1.rìr'ecl ]Ìjmself o[ sol.l.re o[
thc l¡asic ncccssities fôr'hunrar cxislcur:c For
cxampìc, I-Je hacl no 1:rct mancnt eat Lbly home
to "lay I ÌÌs l.read."

-]esLrs'statemcnL Ítr N4athcrv 8:20 calls oui
:rllCllli('lt Io \rL t, l) - so, i.tl . t,l L,,ll,r|lrt' iìt-
equality-pcoltle wl.io havc be er clcpr ivccl o[
loocl, shelLer., ancl rìrc clothing. l-he vet.se also

calls our auentior.l Lo the lll-actjcâl ouLwolkilg
of jLrstice u,ithjn Lhe chul:LL.

In l)euteroromy 1.5:5,7, and B, Moses in-
str ncLr:ci lst-ael otr how Lo lllâcLicc justice to

avoìd homclcssness arnong the people: "Only il'
you calefr-rlly obcy the voicc ol rìre Lord your
Gocì, to observe r¡,ith cal: all Lhese con.Lrlancl-

mcìrts wl.ìjch Ì commancl you today. . . . Ì[ ther-c

ìs anroug )¡ou a llool man of your brethten,
wiLlrin any ol the gates ìn your land whicl.r thc
Lorcì your Gocl is giving you, you shall nor
harclen your beart nor shut your hand ûom your-

poor brother', but you shall open youl hancl

wide to hir¡ and willingly lencl hirr sulfÌcienL

for-l:rls need, whatever he nceds."

lì,c rìrc,,ìogi,.aì j".uc in tìrrsc vcr-.c. i, jrr:-
tice. Moses argued that God treated lsrael with
fairness and compassion by l1is n.righty acts ol
clelivcrance. lslael should reciptocate with acts

oljustice and compassion to others wiLhil
and without her gates. God designed that ls-
lael rvould heip to correct the social injustices
in ..o, ict) by r,t t- ,rl justi.i lrrJ corrlìJ!<ioll
llllcn G. White citccl some oI these social ir.rjus,
'r(cq irì 5ucir ty: Mulritudc' lrri g irr ¡ror, r.ty

ancl wrtLclieciness, welì-nigh clestiLute oI ftx¡d,
sìrelter, and clothing" ( fts tirìr o n 

'¿.s 
þ r ¿hc Cltu rcL¡ ,

vol. 9, p. ì 2).

Jesus rcler.rt.ified with the homeless. l lc as-

scned lhaL Ì lc hacl no pcr-n-rauent earthly ìlone.



ln iclcrLil)'inlr u'ith thc homclcss, .lcsris câlìcr(l our
¿rttcìltioìr ro socìaì injnsLiccs Lrnclcigilclìng lhe Physicrì
stârc ol tìlc ìroncìcss in socictv

ln 200.1, tlre LJnitcd NiìLjons Depar-rnrent ol lrcl-
nonrìc ancl Social Alfiils clcfir-ierì a htìr'ncìc-c-c hoìischolrl
as oìre "\\'iLhout a shcltcr LhaL u'ould {alì withìu rìrc

scoPc ol lìr,u.rg quârtcrs. 'fllcìy calr)¡ rheir lèrv po-.scs

sìorìs with tìrem, sleepìr.rg ìr'r lìrc slreets, ìn cìoonvays cti

on pìcr:, or'ìn anoLller spâcc, on a mc¡lc ol lcss r-ancloll
l.rasis."

'l-ìrcrc ale tr.vo Grccl< rvor-cls {ò1. 1:rovclLy 1-ìre f'Ìrst is

penscs, descliìring a pcrson lol whon lile and ]1i,ing js

a strr:g¡lc. '11.r¿ secnncl is prochos, clescribirg a stare of
abjcct pover Lyr In this stâte, pemons have liLet-all)' loth-
.trgrrtr.ì .'t. irt t.,rl ,-ì.ttr¡, r ,rj 5l¿t\¡ltot).

l'bese wor-ds describe trvo classcs of l)ove y: Lenì-

polary ancl chronic. fhe ¡renscs (worl(iÌ1g poor') arc at
risÌ< o[ beconìng hone]ess. Convclscl¡ tlrc proch0-s
(chronic poverty) ureans a person's li[e Ls litcraìly aL risì<

lì-om moment 1o uronlent. fhis ìs hourelessness. 1t is

lbe lowcst state of po\¡el'L)t Moute Sahlilr in his bool<

Cotny:assion statcd, "llonelessness is l.rot only a concll-
tiorl of socieLy, but also an oul.come of the society
as well."

OLl.rers argucd tl¡at homelessness ls Lhe last stage

ol a process in whjch society separates ltself fron Lbe

¡roor'. TJrey classilìecl a homeless 1:ropuìatior.r ir.rto thr.ee

distincL gloul:ir.rgs: chlonically hotneless, margir.raìly

honelcss, and sìtuaLior-ra1ly honeless. These group-
jngs clenonstrale the progressive cìetachnrent o[ a person

from socieLy's colmlutriLy llomeÌessness is the last

sLage oI a process ]l-t wltìcìr society sellaratcs ilself
fuotr dre poor.

llllen G WliiLe pointed our rhar honrclessness is a
lesulL of hunran gleccl and ìtrjustlcc; "ln thc grcat citjcs
thcre aì:e mulLiLucles livirlg in poverty and u'r-e[cùecì-

ness, u,elì-nigh clesLiLute o[ food, sìrelter-, ancl cbthing;
r.vhile in the samc cities ale thosc who have l¡tore tharr

irearL could r.r,ish, who live luxutiousl),, s];encling rheir
r'ì1orìey orl ricìtly [ut nisìrccl houses, on pelsouaì aclolr
rÌrcnL, ol worsc slill, ul)on Ll'te gr¿ìtificatiolt ol seltsual

apìlctjtcs, u¡1rn ìrquor., lobacco, ancI oLìrcI tìtit.rgs Llrat

cìestxry rl.ic ¡:rorirls ol lìrc ì1.¡ìn, ultìtaìancc the l.nincl,

arcl cìcL¡asc thc -conl. l-hc clics o[star-ving hulriììr]Ly rìrc

corrìng r-r¡r ì¡cforc (ìod" (/Lstinronics /òr.t/rc Churcl, vol.

9, p I7.1)

I lonrcìcsslrcss js a rhr-onic statc oi ¡rovclL;, Lhat soci-

cty has irflictccl upor ircìir'ìcìuals or tìrâL peopìe ìravc

ir.rlììctcrì upon thcnrscìr,cs.

A sul¡stanLial pcrccntage of the U.S. hotnelcss ¡.ropu-
Ia{ions arc incìivicluals u'ho ar-e chroiticalìy unemltloyecl
ol havc dìlliculty nraruging theìr'ìivcs cllcctìvc\' ¡i¡1¡ ¡1
ploìongccl ancl scvcre clr.ug ar-rcì/ol alcohc¡l usc Sub-
stancc abLtsc c¿Ln calìse ìrollrelc-csness h on bchavior-¡l
pallen.ìs associatccl u'ith ackLiction tìral a]jcnalc an acl-

dicLed incljvicìLlaìb farrrily ancl iì"iencls who ci¡ukl ol]rcl,
r.vise pr-oviclc support during clj[fìcult ecorrontic t.imcs

h.rclcasecl wcalth ilisparity ancì jncomc jncquali.ty cause

clistol tior.ls iu the housing nar--l<cL thaL push renl ltur'-

clens highcr', nral<in¡1 housu.rg unaflor clabÌe.

ln otlrer-coulrtLrc-s, Ll.rc leasons ancl causes [or hontc-
lcssness lnay ìnclude natulal cllsasler, lrentaL disor-.cler,

clìsabiliLy', socjal exclusio¡ clne to sexual oric'LaLion ol'

ger.rclcr icìcntiLy, donrcstic violcnce, 1:rr-isotr lelease ancl

Ì'c-eÌ1lly jÌrto soclet¡', [otcecl c\/ictioÌr, and mo¡tgage
forcclosur-cs 'fhcse causes clcscril:e peopìet staLc of'

dcplivation ofthc mosL basic necessìty [ot-human cxìs-

lcncc-sheller.

l-ì-rc ìrasic problenr of h.omelesst.iess js the need lor'

pelsonal sìrclter', warrrrLh, an.cl sa[eL¡r Other di[fìcuLties
incluclc meclical ploìrìelns; petsonal securily; cluiet ancl

privacy, cs¡:eciaìly fol sleepitlg, salekeeirurg oI beclclìr.rg,

cìothìng, ancl possessions rvhich. nay have Lo L.¡e canied
al alì tinrcs; ìrygicne ancL saniLary facìlìLies; ìravûrg cont-
Ìlrulliciìtjor.l witÌ1out â l)crÌnânenL locatìor.r ol rlraiììng
addrcss; r:lcaning ancl dlyìng oI clorìrìng; obtair.rilig,

ltlepalirg, ancì storiltg fooci ilr cluantitìes; atrd hosLilLty

and lcgaì pora,crs agaìnst ulltan vaglancy

l-lomeless pco¡t1c facc urirny 1:xoìrlcnrs beyoncì Lìrc

lacl< ol a sale ancl suitable home. l'ìrey ale oftcn làcccl

wilh nrirn), social clisach'antages. reducecl access Lo Plii'aLc
arcì pr:blic ser-vices, ßaìls ln tlìcil. ìleÌ'sonal infrilstruct¡-u-es



aìlal rcducc(ì âcccss to vìlaì ucccssrLrcs, tc(lLtftal âcccss

{o hcäìllrcalc ¿rrd clcnl¿rl sr:r-r'iccs, lintitccì acccss tt¡ cdu-
calioì1, in(ìrc¿scd rìsl< of suf fi'rn¡,- lìorn vìole ltcc encl

al;ttsc, gcnr:r.aì rcrjcctjon or clisctintiltittjol liont othct-

¡rcoplc, ìoss ol usuaì rcìationsìrips t'ith lhc nr¿riltst l.c¿rnr,

l'rot llcìr'r¡l vicwecl as suìtabìc ft¡- cnrpìoyr]reìlI, r'cdur:ccl

;rcccss to ìranì<ìng scr-r,jccs, alrcl r.crlrrccrl ar:ccss lo r:orlr

nunjc:¿rl iclrs tccìtnology

lbclay thc chur.dr is callc.l ul)ol to hcl¡t thc ìrontc-
lcss r"ecor.rnccL wilh socicty The cìtrLrcl-r al-co llas a ìc
sl)onsillihry Lo tltcont'lccl society u/jLh thc hor¡elcss. SLill

ìÌore irìrpor'târ.ì t ly, lhe chulch shciulcl ìrcìp thc hon.ieìess

iclcnLìfy with a Saviol wìro irlcntifìcs wjLlt ìrorrclcss pco-

¡rle. llomclessncss defìes sirrple solutìons, alrcl tccltiircs
.ts. i"l¡llr c ilr -, r r |lrì lär'ln. -- ",nL -l IiltL ri l. trt¡rfiË i¡j,

u{ility assìstance, arcì ìrucìget counseling can o[tel
plevent â crjsìs A con Liìlrtulu-ollcaLe allproâcil to lhc
horleless is one o[ thc nrost cllèctii'e u'ays Lo provicle

xssrslJrLc Io.r latnil¡ rr lisl Il "is¡(.rsL trìilirg(ìnr'ì
aPproach.

l-eL us lool< at sonc o[ thc basìc scrviccs t]-Lat coulcl

l¡e ollelcd:

'ì.. Olfel a brcac'ì s]lccLrull'l oIseruiceswìtìr s1:rccja] atLcl'l-

ljon to Ll.le lnost urgenl crisis facing the cljet]t sucl.r

as gr-ocelies, shclter, cloLhitrg, and so or.i. Chnstìanity
is car-rng, ¿rnd tÌrele ìs no better way lo show lleoplc
drâL you cârc than to bc thei-c whcn lìrc¡r rlss¡l you

the nrost-.

2. llender-selviccs thât are cohereirt and casy lo use.

Strive l.o r.ìraì<e your services user'-fr'ienclly. Prepar-.e

simple qucstionnaires, give lleÌ.lcjls and llâper, prc-
vide a telephor.rc tl¡at can be usecl fol local calls, and

ensurc Lhat the center is clean ancl orclerly ât â11

tinr s ¿¡cl lrrs ; lrornc¡ l", l rlr,,rL it.

3. lìes1;oncl Lo severe, but oltcn u lt ar-ticula tecì client
rcecls. Mary individuals who seclt lrel¡r havr: lotv
sclf-cstceÌr and fìncl it vcry cì1llìcuìL ro as]< fbr even

srmple things I'ray for wisclour to bave spccial in-
sight into Lhe neccls ol the clÍent in sur:h a way as to

preserve hjs or hcr clignìL¡r

4. Cilcluì1\'cnt ì¡ut-eaucl atic liutilaLjotls wÌlcn llecessary

to rreet Lhe nee.ls ol the hollrcless. -liyìng 
to navigare

tl¡e t¡azc of bux:aucrac)/ câl1 ì.rc one ìong nightrrare

lr,iìl ol disappoìnLlrcnts fbl lhc pooì. [:xpe r'ìe r.icccì

\'oluÌrLctì's can hclp tìrcnr Lhlclugh thc rlazc

5. I)rovidc r:ro¡.rßh st:ìfÏ al.ì.l volunlecrs Lo ¡rrovicìc oìle-

on-oìre ¿ìssislancc -l 
hJs acìo¡tt a farlìly apploach is

onc c¡f tlre nrost ltoiver.luì lools tllât we ciìil l)ring to

tìrc Llonrelcss l)rolllcÌì1.

ó. lles¡roncì Lo thc scll alticulatecl nec.ls oI tì.ìe cljcr]1.

As Chr-isLians, rvc can iurprove lhe Lile o[the ¡roor ìty

Ìrcìping the hor¡eless heÌp themseives A mainte-
nirnce-only r.¡isskrn is yesLerdayb t.nission. The focus

todây shoulcl bc heþilg persons who ale honcless
t{' gti,rv. Irtlt' r' tlnrr rrrL rcì; 1,) sUt\i\1..

7. \¡icw Lhc llloblelrs lacecl by these indivicluals in tl.re

colllcxl ol thc largel coÌllÌnunìLy eDvironilìenl. No
orle ilrogram can provide all the comprebensÍr'e ser-

viccs that Lhc homcless rcquir-e. Siuce all hontcless

pelsons cìo rloL neeci Llle sar.nc services, nelwol'kjl'ì,1

with a variety o[ agencies a]lows the case tnauaget'

Lo clevelop an irclivìclual servìce pacl<age designecì to

Ìneet the sÌ)ecific needs ol an individual.

Your- local chlrch nay identify a special ncccl facing

honeless persons in ÍLs comr.nunity and develolt a unique
minÌsLry Lo address that need.'fhis makes the churchls

lninislry to the homeless lelevant, meanìngful, afford-

al:le, ancì targeted.

l he chulchb social mÍnisLrres were organized Lo cour-

r.ì'ìunicale Lhe justice and compassion of Jesus to the

world. Liris is l¡ccause sin. has cleprived humanìty ol
many of God's blessings such as love, justice, foocì,

clotl.ring, shelter, human lights, ancl dignity Today Gocl

is calling the er.rtire church to cooperae wlLh Hìn-r to give

aìì ol ì-rumanity access to llis justice and compassìon.

Thc social minisLry o[ assisting tl.re hor¡eless with
foocì, cìothing, and sheltcl is a vjsible cnaclrnent oI
the coml;assJor.r ancl ¡ustice ol Gocì. lt is through tìre

churchb comn.runiLy ar.rcl social minìsLries thaL narry Jrorle -

less peopìe will recejve a practical demonsttat.ion oi
who C.ìod is. I-le is Lhc God u4ro cares and IJe cl:aLccl

humanity to l'iave equal access to all llis blessings. I'l.ris

15 Bùo¡l nt'w( lo lrorrrcl.ss |co|ì, irroru (o]]ìtllulrjli,.5.

IL Js the gospcl in practÍcal lar.rguage . lndeecl, geLting

involvecl in connunity service is the sciencc oI maì<1ng



Goclls jusLìcc arcl lovt t-clevirrrl:rtrd ¡tt.acLìcal to tìrc ìroor
aud hor.nelcss iD c¡Ltl ctlmlllullìt it:s

Jcsus saicl injohn ì.2:32, "ì, il Ì anr ììltccL u¡r fiorr
the calLh, will clrar¡, all ¡rctr¡rìi:s to li4yscìl " Wc can lilì

Jcsus r-rp by con.ìn'r.rlicatìng thc ìovc ancl j¡-tstii:c c¡l .Jc-

stis {o the Poor ar.id hoDrclcss tìrlongh acls of ì<incìt.icss.

Thcse acls of ltincìncss Lcncì to inclcirsc pctrpìcìs r-eccp-

tivjLy towar(l Lìre Gospcl ancl ìrcìp lcvcaì thc liict that

Gor.l is inclced hrlì of grace ancl rlutìr.

On Lhe otì.ìer hancl, a ¡rer.son's staLe oI holnc]cssncss

leveals that Sann has inclced col.ne to "kiìì ancl clcstr-oy."

lL is clear, therefo¡e, that as Sei'enLh-da), 
^dventists 

wc

can heþ Lo mal<e a chsLincLion ì¡etu'een rvho Gocl is ancl

tl'Le wolks ol Satan. l-his neans ASI will acìr'ance to-
walds the centcr-of tl.ic G¡eat Cor.itlovclsy betwecn
Ch¡ist and Satan for-tIe honrelcss in our-citics, r'illagcs,

ancl Lowr-rs. ln this conflicL lor'tbe lromcless bcLwecn

Christ and Satan, ASI is onc of Godls agencics to reveal

to dre poor ancl honelcss that lle is not r esponsibìe

Ior their suflelir-Lg ancl cleprivatio:r. 'fhe chulcbb sociaì

ministries heìp givc clai-ity Lo lhe spìdlnal an¿] moral

issues ilncle r¡irdirrg hur.nan homclessness in oul conr-

munities.

Tôday, we may elrlpathize with tìre lronrcless for wc
n-ray consider our-seh,es as honlelessl tlebr-ews l3:14
stales, "Fol hele we have no continrìirlg ciLy, blrl \Á¡e

sech Lhc orc lo corìre." lncìccd sin bas lraclc us honc
ìcss. l)auì statcs that wc \veìc "aLicns fìom Lhc cclnulron

u,calth o[ isr¿rel" (]:pl¡csiarrs 2;l 2).

Wìro leaìly ar: Lhc ìronreless? l-ìrc ìronrclcss are Lìrosc

wìro ìon¡¡ Íor.a l¡ettcl clt)/, whosc lt4aìie¡ ilrcl llujldcr-is
(bd. l.l¡e homeless aLe (hosc $/ho alc strippecì of theìr'

ìruman clignit¡, by soci"l injustice. l-hc lronclcss ar-c

tl.iose who arc clcplivecì ol Lhc basic bur¡an neccls of

shclLcl.

llow many r.vanl to joìn wìthJesus rr iclentify .rg with
the hon-reless? Pleasc rarse y,our.Jrancìs I'low m¿rn)' i.r'anL

io jdeÌrtify with the homeless by opening theil hands

ancl their-hcarLs to them? lllcase stand LÒ your lcetl
l{ow marry wâÌll to be part of a miiristry to thc hon]È
less? Pìeasc come Lo Lhe altar!

j. l-fhc causcs of honctcss[css may lary hom couuuy Lo counlÐr Ir is

ncccssar'y,, thcrelorc, to investigatc thc causes ol hor¡clcssness rclc

vant to yorl coì-urrr),, ciry, vilLagc, or commLrnjty. As ìrart ol your
sclLnorì )¡otr ma)¡ wånt lo <¡ncìucL an inlervic$, wìtlÌ a honÌcìcss

per:son on tire causcs 1or his or hcr homclessness. \bu mây also \vâìlt
ro grve validity to the data ûorn your' iritervicw by conl¡cliìrg youl
govel¡rùentìs sociâlscÌvices lor âddilìonel cLatâ on thc s¡rccilìc causcs

of honlclessness j)ì ),our comÌÌru¡il)l

---a;;;i;;rt ttt" 
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